RUFUS ISAACS, K.C, M.P.                     165

Messrs. Levers in his papers. Accordingly in October, November
and December, 1906, both the Daily Mail and the Evening
Standard conducted a campaign, the gist of which was to accuse
Messrs. Levers of having sold their soap in such a fraudulent
manner as to deceive the public as to its weight, with subsidiary
charges of having "cornered" all the raw material in the market,
dismissed large numbers of employees owing to the formation
of the combine, attempted to bribe the Press, and used unsavoury
fish oils in the manufacture of certain of their brands.

This carefully planned and vigorously delivered onslaught
had an immediate and alarming effect. Shares in Levers fell in
value by as much as 50s. a share $ trading losses were incurred,
and it was soon found necessary to revert to the 16-ounce carton
in order to preserve the goodwill of the business.

Obviously Levers' whole existence was at stake, and it was
essential that they should take the earliest opportunity publicly
to rebut these most grave allegations. They accordingly instituted
proceedings for libel, in which the newspapers set up the defence
that their charges were not only fair comment on a matter of
public interest but were substantially true.

The case, which naturally aroused immense interest, came
on for trial before Mr. Justice A. T. Lawrence at Liverpool in
July, 1907, Carson and Horridge leading for the plaintiffs with
F. E. Smith and Hemmerde as their juniors, while Rufus Isaacs,
Duke, K.C., Norman Craig and Branson represented the defen-
dants. After a powerful opening speech by Carson, Mr. W. H.
Lever (later the 1st Viscount Leverhulme) gave evidence as to
the untruth of the accusations and their detrimental effect upon
the company's position.

Cross-examined by Rufus Isaacs, he said that he considered
it his duty to tell the customer of the reduced weight.

R.I. : "Then why simply alter the wording slightly on the
inner flap of the carton, instead of putting it outside ?"

Mr. Lever : "For several reasons, one in regard to printing."

R,I. : "Why not have put it in a prominent place ?"

Mr. Lever : "I am perfectly sure, wherever we had put it?
it would not have pleased you, Mr. Isaacs." (Laughter.)

R.I. : "Do you know that, before the first article appeared in
the Daily Mzz7, there was a meeting in Birmingham, at which a
resolution was passed about what was called the 'Trick of the
fifteen ounces' ?"

Mr. Lever : "I do not. I think, if it was so, it was very
unfair."

R.I. : "That is for the jury to determine."